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Hagia Photia is a village on the northeast coast of Crete, 5 km east of modern
Siteia. The small town has a long history, and ancient objects are occasionally dis-
covered in its vicinity. A triple kernos and a spherical pyxis, both of which are
Cycladic pottery shapes, were reported from near the village as early as 1959
(Platon 1959), but the presence of a large Early Minoan cemetery with over fifteen
hundred Cycladic imports including copper daggers, crucibles, hundreds of com-
plete vases, marble bowls, and many other objects was not suspected until 1971.
The cemetery was discovered that year at a location named Patema, on the slope of
a hill that overlooks the beach. About 50 tombs were destroyed before the site came
to the attention of the authorities.

The tombs were excavated as a rescue excavation in July and August of 1971. A
total of 251 tombs were found that year (numbered from 1 to 252, including 2 num-
bers that were not tombs and one with 2 tombs). Twelve additional tombs were exca-
vated in 1984, bringing the number to 263 (including one number with 2 tombs). A
few of the graves were simple pits cut into the soil, but most of the burials were in
small built tombs that had been excavated into the hard soil that makes up the hill-
side. The built tombs consisted of an underground chamber used for the deceased
and a separate anteroom; a blocked doorway seperated the two spaces. The finds
were taken to the Hagios Nikolaos Museum initially, but they are now housed in
either that museum or the newer museum in Siteia. Additional investigations in the
immediate area have discovered a settlement and a number of smaller sites in the
district (Tsipopoulou 1989a; 1990a).

The cemetery is important for several reasons. It represents a Cycladic presence in
Crete at the beginning of the Minoan period, with what were originally about 300
tombs. Over 1800 artifacts were found. Among them are some of the earliest known
Cretan discoveries in several categories, including crucibles with copper inside them,
long daggers with central midribs, pendants made in the lost-wax process, multiple
vases called kernoi, bird-shaped vases, marble dishes of Cycladic shape, and many
other items. The tombs represent an architectural style and a series of burial customs
that are foreign to Crete but familiar from elsewhere within the Aegean. Their con-
tents are an extremely interesting body of evidence for the study of the formative
phases of Minoan Crete.

Preface
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The publication project has been undertaken as a joint Greek-American collab-
oration. We hope that this evidence can be used for a better understanding of the
early periods of the Minoan culture. 

Costis Davaras
Philip Betancourt
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