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excavation to remove the rubble between the two walls).

Plate 13C. The L-shaped bench at the east of the entrance to Building AF North, looking south.

Plate 14. Minoan pottery, scale 1:2 except as marked.

Plate 15. Minoan pottery, scale 1:2 except as marked.

Plate 16. Minoan pottery, scale 1:2 except as marked.

Plate 17. Minoan pottery, scale 1:2 except as marked.

Plate 18A. Plaster strips, upper sides.

Plate 18B. Plaster strips, lower sides.

Plate 19A. Plaster strips B, C, and F, upper sides.

Plate 19B. Plaster strips B, C, and F, lower sides.

Plate 20A. Edge of plaster strip D.

Plate 20B. Plaster strip H, upper side.

Plate 20C. Plaster strip H, lower side.

Plate 21A. Shells and conical cup used as a floor deposit in Room AF 3B.

Plate 21B. Detail of a shell (PS 3669) from the floor deposit in Room AF 3A/B and 3C (no. 9 on Ill. 2.4).
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During the process of surveying and photographing the parts of Pseira that had
not been excavated by Richard Seager in 1906–1907, the photographer (Mike
Betancourt) noticed small bits of red-painted plaster among the walls in Block AF,
the most southern group of walls on the Pseiran peninsula. He informed John
McEnroe of the discovery, and after a brief discussion with the director, a decision
was reached to make a test trench at the location of the plaster (AF 1). The block
turned out to be one of the most important areas at the site because of its long suc-
cession of building phases.

Block AF was not an easy area to excavate. Many of the rooms were remodeled
and altered repeatedly during its long period of habitation. Radical changes were
made to some of the buildings in this block at several points in their history, and
the information that they provide is a testament to the hard work and keen insights
of the trench supervisors, the architect, and the many other staff members who
worked on this complicated group of rooms.

This southern group of buildings at the edge of the town is important for sev-
eral reasons. It has examples of complex architectural details including a “pillar
crypt,” elaborate upstairs floors, a well-preserved U-shaped staircase, and a well-
designed kitchen, all of which contribute significantly to our knowledge of East
Cretan building practices. It also provides a good compliment to Building BS/BV,
a grander building at Pseira (published in Pseira III). Like BS/BV, one building in
the block had evidence for cult practices, but the architectural settings for the cer-
emonies are different in the two structures.

Block AF provides the fullest sequence of building phases from any one area at
Pseira, with habitation extending from before MM II to LM III. Unlike the Pseiran
buildings that had been thoroughly looted in antiquity, many of the objects in Block
AF were broken but not removed, so a more complete range of finds could be exca-
vated. In addition to domestic pottery, the houses furnish examples of stone tools,
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stone vessels, loom weights, inscriptions in Linear A, cult objects, animal bones,
marine shells, and a wide range of material recovered from water sieving. This latter
category, with burned grain, fish bones, shells, and other categories of materials, fills
many gaps in our knowledge of Pseiran life.

Philip P. Betancourt
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ca. approximately

CF Coarse Fabric

cm centimeters

d diameter

dim dimension

EM Early Minoan

F fused

FF Fine Fabric

gr gram

ht height

kg kilograms

L left

LM Late Minoan

m meters

m asl meters above sea level

max maximum

MFCC Mirabello Fabric, Cooking Class

MG Middle Geometric

MM Middle Minoan

MNI Minimum Number of Individuals

NISP Number of Individual Specimens

pers. comm. personal communication

pers. obs. personal observation

PF Phyllite Fabric

PS excavation number

Pseira I P.P. Betancourt and C. Davaras, eds.
Pseira I: The Minoan Buildings on
the West Side of Area A

Pseira II P.P. Betancourt and C. Davaras, eds.
Pseira II: Building AC (the “Shrine”)
and Other Buildings in Area A

Pseira III P.P. Betancourt and C. Davaras, eds.
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by J. McEnroe
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R right

th thickness

UF unfused
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w width
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