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Biographical Note for James C. Wright

James Wright was born in 1946 in Illinois, where
he spent his childhood. In 1967, Jim participated in
excavations at Wharram Percy, in Yorkshire, Eng-
land. In 1968, he earned a B.A. in Philosophy at
Haverford College, where he met lifelong friends
and colleagues Jeremy Rutter and Robert Sutton. He
continued his archaeological studies in the Depart-
ment of Classical and Near Eastern Archaeology at
Bryn Mawr College, where he earned his Ph.D. in
1978. During graduate school, he spent many years
at the American School of Classical Studies at Ath-
ens (ASCSA), where he served as secretary from
1975 to 1977. He also excavated widely, working in
both Italy (Poggio Civitate) and Greece (the Sanctu-
ary of Zeus at Nemea, Kommos, and Corinth).
From 1978 until 2017, he was a faculty member
in the Department of Classical and Near Eastern
Archaeology at Bryn Mawr College, serving many
years as department chair (1993-1995; 2002-2012)
and as dean of the Graduate School of Arts and

Sciences. Significantly, he supervised 21 doctoral
theses, 26 master’s theses, and 30 senior undergrad-
uate theses. In 1981, he married fellow archaeologist
Mary K. Dabney, with whom he had two sons, Nico
and Peter. With support from the Institute for Aege-
an Prehistory (INSTAP), the National Endowment
for the Humanities, and the National Geographic
Society, Jim and Mary have since 1981 codirected
the Nemea Valley Archaeological Project (NVAP),
focused on diachronic settlement and environmen-
tal history of the region surrounding the Sanctu-
ary of Zeus at Nemea. With Angus Smith, they also
codirected the Ayia Sotira Chamber Tomb Ceme-
tery Excavations (2006-2009). Prior to retirement,
Jim served as director of the ASCSA (2012-2017),
after which he was appointed the 2017 Australian
Archaeological Institute at Athens (AAIA) Visit-
ing Professor at the Australian National University.

Since his retirement from Bryn Mawr in 2017,
Jim has continued to publish and lecture on a
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variety of subjects in Aegean prehistory and has of the board of Friends’ Central School in Philadel-
taken on the directorship of the Kommos Conser- phia and is, of course, taking some time to enjoy
vation Master Plan Project. He also serves as chair retirement and be a xalomanmovg!
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Introduction: Power and Place

Susan E. Allen, Robert Schon, and R. Angus K. Smith

We present this volume to recognize the contri-
butions and impact of our mentor, colleague, and
friend, Jim Wright, on the occasion of his retire-
ment from Bryn Mawr College. When he learned
of our plans for the Festschrift, he was very quick
to say, “I'm not done yet!” but of course we all know
that his retirement really signals that he now has
time and energy to dig into his research in new and
engaging ways (as evidenced already by his ongoing
productivity). Prior to compiling this volume, we
held a celebratory colloquium in Jim’s honor at Bryn
Mawr College (March 2-3, 2018), which coincided
with a massive blizzard. That so many speakers per-
severed in their determination to get to Bryn Mawr,
despite significant travel hurdles and delays, is a tes-
tament to their respect for and dedication to Jim.
His significant contributions to the discipline,
Aegean prehistory, and also to the reputation of the
Department of Classical and Near Eastern Archae-
ology at Bryn Mawr College, are strongly attested

by the number of students he has mentored in his
role as chair of Ph.D. dissertation committees (21),
masters’ theses (26), and senior undergraduate the-
ses (30) and as an external committee member on
four additional Ph.D. dissertations. That more than
half of the presenters at the symposium were Jim’s
students and more still have contributed to the re-
sulting volume are testaments of his profound and
lasting impact on our scholarship.

As we honor Jim, we also celebrate his wife,
Mary Dabney, as the key partner in many of his
most significant and proudest accomplishments.
Let’s face it—without Mary, who knows whether
NVAP or the excavation and publication of Tsoun-
giza and Ayia Sotira would ever have been com-
pleted! One of us (Smith) had the opportunity to
codirect an archaeological project with Jim and
Mary and can verify the truth of this with regard
to the recent publication of the Mycenaean ceme-
tery at Ayia Sotira. In the field, they worked as a
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true team, and the collaborative process that they
engendered with their codirectors, staff, and stu-
dents was truly inspirational and an example of
the type of reflective, ethical, and conscientious ar-
chaeology to which we should all aspire.

What many of you may not know is that Mary’s
contributions also extend to teaching. Although all
of Jim’s seminars were excellent, one of the most
memorable and meaningful of these was a course
on Survey and Regional Archaeology that he put
together at the request of Rob Schon. As the only
students in the course (Schon and Allen), we were
already excited about having convinced Jim to do
this, but Mary’s participation in our weekly meet-
ings enlivened the discussion and took it to a high-
er level. Most notably, her challenging prompts
forced us to articulate our responses more clearly
in order to avoid those dreaded follow-up questions
about how much we really understood what we had
read or what we were saying.

As a scholar, Jim has conducted research span-
ning a wide range of themes that include the emer-
gence of Mycenaean states, the performative nature
of feasting, mortuary evidence for social inequali-
ties, settlement patterns and land use, and the pol-
itics of archaeological heritage, to list just a few.
Although many of these themes directly articu-
late with the dynamics of power inequalities, it is
Jim’s interest in social access to architectural spac-
es that stands out most to us, as it provides an apt
metaphor for his approach to his students and col-
leagues. As an example of this, Jim routinely pro-
moted students’ research to his colleagues and
helped students to advance in their careers.

This volume is an offering of our intellectual es-
teem for Jim, and like a Minoan shrine, Mycenae-
an megaron, or a Mycenaean chamber tomb, it
consists of three parts. Part I, “Structuring Power,”
contains seven chapters on architecture, the focus
of Jim’s dissertation and his earliest publications.
These contributions span a wide range of periods,
from the Early Bronze Age to the Modern Era, and
multiple scales of analysis, from individual struc-
tures to the city. The 13 chapters in Part II, “Land-
scapes of Power,” take a regional perspective that
mainly encompasses the Peloponnese but, like Jim’s
intellectual reach, also radiates outward beyond the

Aegean. These contributions take inspiration from
Jim’s contributions to the development of regional
archaeological approaches and his consideration of
how power dynamics are negotiated and articulated
across landscapes through settlement trajectories,
the strategic location of harbors, land management,
mortuary practices, and resource exploitation. Fi-
nally, Part III, “The Power of Things,” zooms into
the level of the artifact with chapters that cover ele-
ments of mortuary assemblages as well as feasting,
topics in which Jim’s work has been truly seminal.
As our Festschrift title and section headings make
clear, the central theme of the entire book, and in-
deed much of Jim’s impactful record of research and
teaching, is power. No scholar has explored power
relations in the Aegean in such a wide a range of ap-
proaches as Jim has, and his career spent furthering
our understanding of Bronze Age power relations
has made a lasting impression on all of us.

An effort such as this one is, by nature, collabor-
ative, and this book could not exist without the col-
lective, efforts of numerous individuals. To start,
the editors would like to thank Mireille Lee for her
significant contributions to the organization of the
March 2018 symposium held at Bryn Mawr. We also
thank all of the volume contributors for their pro-
fessionalism since this project began. At INSTAP
press, we are particularly grateful to Susan Ferrence
for her guidance along the way. We are also indebt-
ed to the faculty and staft of Bryn Mawr’s Depart-
ment of Classical and Near Eastern Archaeology, in
particular Peter Magee and Astrid Lindenlauf, who
made the March 2018 symposium possible. Gen-
erous funding for that event was provided by the
Department of Classical and Near Eastern Archae-
ology at Bryn Mawr College, the Institute for Ae-
gean Prehistory (INSTAP Special Purpose Grant),
and the Philadelphia Society of the Archaeologi-
cal Institute of America. Mary Dabney’s help and
support were instrumental throughout; she provid-
ed counsel from beginning to end of the process,
helped us to track down Jim’s colleagues and for-
mer students, and kept Jim in the dark about (and
in town for) the surprise symposium that launched
this celebration. Finally, on behalf of everyone in-
volved, we would like to thank Jim for his contin-
ued inspiration. We are sure the best is yet to come.



